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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-12, and 16-21 as amended on 1/30/2006 are pending in the 
instant application. Applicant's arguments submitted with the amendments have been 
carefully and fully considered, and are persuasive. Accordingly, this application is in 
condition for allowance. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-12, and 16-20 are allowed. 

3. Amended claim 1 of the instant application recites the limitation "returning stripe 
unit B x data to the second computer system if the stripe parity P compares equally to 
the new stripe parity P new ". Applicant's arguments, see lines 18 of page 9 through line 2 
of page 10, filed 1/30/2005, with respect to claim 1 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Talagala does not teach or suggest "returning stripe unit B x data to the 
computer system if the stripe parity P compares equally to the new stripe parity P ne w " 
Claims 2-3 are allowable for at least the same reasons as claim 1. 

4. Amended claim 5 of the instant application recites the limitation "generating new 
checksum CS ne w data as a function of the new data for stripe unit B y and data of stripe 
units BrBmax other than stripe unit By. Applicant's arguments, see lines 9-1 5 of page 
13, filed 1/30/2005, with respect to claim 5 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Talagala does not teach or suggest "generating new checksum CS ne w data 
as a function of the new data for stripe unit B y and data of stripe units Bi-B max other than 
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stripe unit B y " as required by claim 5. Claims 6 and 16-18 are allowable for at least the 
same reasons as claim 5. 

5. Amended claim 7 recites the limitation "returning stripe unit B x data to the 
second computer system if the stripe parity P compares equally to the new stripe parity 
P new " as recited in claim 1 . Applicant's arguments, see the first full paragraph of page 
13, state that claim 7 is allowable for at least the same reasons as claim 1. The 
examiner agrees that claim 7 is allowable for the reasons presented with respect to 
claim 1 . Claims 8-9 are allowable for at least the same reasons as claim 7. 

6. Amended claim 11 recites the limitation "generating new checksum CS new data 
as a function of the new data for stripe unit B y and data of stripe units B r B max other than 
stripe unit B y " as recited in claim 5. Applicant's arguments, see the first full paragraph of 
page 13, state that claim 1 1 is allowable for at least the same reasons as claim 5. The 
examiner agrees that claim 1 1 is allowable for the reasons presented with respect to 
claim 5. Claims 12 and 19-20 are allowable for at least the same reasons as claim 11. 
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Relevant Art 

7. Talagala (2003/0167439 A1) teaches checking the checksum data for all stripe 
units if an error is detected in a stripe unit. Stripe parity P of the instant application is 
taught by the checksum data of Talagala. If the checksum data for all the stripe units 
has been checked, there is an error and the checksum for all of the stripe units does not 
match. Talagala teaches returning the data of a stripe unit if the checksum data for that 
stripe unit matches the stored checksum data. Accordingly, Talagala does not teach 
returning stripe unit data if the new stripe parity, which is a function of all of the stripe 
units in the stripe, and the stored stripe parity match. 

Examiner's Comment 

8. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-12, and 16-21 will be renumbered as shown. 



Original numbering 


1-3 


5-6 


7-9 


11-12 


16-18 


19-21 


New numbering 


1-3 


4-5 


9-11 


12-13 


6-8 


14-16 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared I. Rutz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5535. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Sparks can be reached on (571) 272-4201. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jared I Rutz 
Examiner 
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